February 2018

Board Position

The Ski Club Board is presently in search of a person to take the position of President next year. Please
consider contributing to this fine organization in this way. There are several people on the Board working
hard at their positions, and an incoming President would find a supportive, cohesive, and friendly group to
work with. The current Vice-President considers it a privilege to work with these really great folks!
Snow report
Per snotel, there is good snow north / northeast of Leadville, 24 inches plus above 10,000 feet (SnoHt in tabular data).
By golly, the destination for the remaining club trips to Colorado is within this area of ‘good snow’. Trip reports from
Betty Bear and Crested Butte, verify the snow quality on trails and safe slopes. The first Colorado trip is to Jackal Hut
(JH), followed by the Frisco bus Trip (FBT).

FBT

JH

Jackal Hut
February 19 – 24, 2018 (including all travel
dates). Cost of this trip is $165, exclusive of
travel expenses to and from the trailhead. Five
spots remain as of press time. This hut is at high
elevation, and there is snow !!!
NOTE ON SNOW CONDITIONS: At the end of
January the group visiting Betty Bear Hut found
unexpectedly excellent snow conditions, both in
depth and quality. DON’T LET ALBUQUERQUE’S
SPRING CONDITIONS KEEP YOU FROM ENJOYING
THIS HUT TRIP. Signup ends at the next club
meeting, Thursday, February 8.
"Located near timberline in an area used by 10th Mountain troops during their war training in the 1940s, Jackal Hut has
good nearby skiing and terrific views of several stunning 14,000-foot peaks. The hut was built with money donated by
Jack Schuss and Al Zesiger, two strong supporters of 10th Mountain (the name is an eponymous combo of Jack-Al).
Layout and capacity: Upstairs: 1 room with 3 single beds, 1 room with 4 single beds, and 9 single beds in a communal
sleeping area. Capacity 16.
Hut Location: Jackal Hut is the eastern most hut owned by 10th Mountain Divison Hut Association. It is located in central
Colorado, on the western slope of the Continental Divide about 15 miles north of the city of Leadville at 11,660'. It is the
closest hut to the Camp Hale site, where the 10th Mountain Division soldiers did most of their training during the
Second World War."
There is a wide variety of Nordic skiing opportunities. There are also numerous agreeable slopes, both in the trees and
in the open, for those who wish to spend their day doing turns.
We will leave Albuquerque on Monday, February 19, 2018 and drive to Leadville where we will have local
accommodations for the evening. We'll ski into the hut the next morning and spend three nights there, exiting on
Friday, February 23. Some may wish to return the same day, but we always allow an extra day in the event of
unforeseen circumstances.
Contact Guy Miller for further information. Contact information is found in the directory listed on the website,
accessible by members.
Frisco Bus Trip
The trip is scheduled for March 2 – 5, with lodging at the Baymont Inn and Suites. All skiers who submitted an
application by the initial deadline set last fall have a place on the 30 seat bus. At publication time, a short waiting list
has been established for additional applicants and you are strongly encouraged to add your name to the list as it cost
nothing, and cancellations almost always occur. Please contact Betty Martin to join the wait list, or advisement of the
wait list status. To reach Betty Martin, H# 505-286-8762, C# 505-903-9242, bettyjoymartin at hotmail dot com.
Application for the waitlist can be scanned and sent to Betty via email, or USPS mail to 18 Anne Pickard Loop, Tijeras,
NM 87059.
Two Nordic centers, Frisco and Breckenridge Nordic centers are in close proximity and served by a shuttle bus system.
The Nordic centers offer comfortable lodging centers along with just about anything else you need. Breckenridge Nordic
center typically has the longest season of all the Nordic centers in Colorado. Breckenridge downhill resort reports 123
inches of snow has fallen, providing a 44 inch base as of January 25.
https://www.breckenridge.com/the-mountain/mountain-conditions/snow-and-weather-report.aspx
http://breckenridgenordic.com
https://www.townoffrisco.com/play/trail-conditions/
General information regarding bus trips can be found at http://nmccskiclub.org/ski-outings/bus-trips/

Trip Report Crested Butte

The snow gods, delivered a foot of snow to Crested Butte just prior to the January 12 departure for Crested
Butte. It was so nice to see snow, that 3 folks were skiing within an hour of arrival. The town was hosting
nordic ski races, therefore a small portion of the nordic tracks were closed to public use for part of the
weekend. It is always eye opening to see how fast perfect skate skiers can push themselves up the hill. If you
missed out on perfect skate skiers blasting up the hill, the Olympics will soon be playing. All locations
(downhill, Nordic track, make your own tracks) had good snow, which was very skiable as the weather did not
impose a freeze thaw cycle on the snow. Make your own track tours included the East River to Gothic and
beyond, Washington Gulch to Elkton, Oh-Be-Joyful to 10000 feet, and a Brush Creek jaunt on the final day.
Thanks to Angela, Mike, Ruth, Adrienne, Betty, and Max and Bob (missed you both!) for keeping things flowing, supplies
moving, and maintaining a positive attitude. Also, to Marilynn for keeping the backend of the bus in working order.

↑Folks setting out to ski up toward Gothic

←Stewart & Meg ↓Looking for Raggeds Wilderness

↑ Gentle Slate River
↑ Bob and Sandy

↓ Oh-Be-Joyful Creek →

Public Recognition

The Ski Club has had some nice publicity recently. This fall we had two articles written in the Albuquerque
Journal. From one of these articles, a Channel 13 reporter, Sara Yingling, contacted us to do a spot on our Trail
Clearing Crew. The video and some really nice text can be found on YouTube and also on the 'NM Crosscountry Ski Club Group' Facebook page. Upon reading the article or viewing the video, the ‘fountain of Youth’
is not a myth, it’s up there in the Jemez.

Trip Report Jackal Hut

In first person from Guy Miller: We had a smaller-than-normal crew on this outing; the hut holds 16 people,
but with only 10, we had plenty of elbow room. John Stephens, John Watson-Jones, and Frank Perniciaro
comprised the Santa Fe Gang, and we were joined by Jim Fleshmann and Scott Dazey from Colorado.
Newcomer Rick Anderson, along with Eric Russell, Peter Marks, Catherine Waters, and myself represented
Albuquerque. Tony Perdido latched on at the last moment.
The route to Betty Bear is unusual. The first five miles are on a gently climbing road, and the last 1 ¾ mile
stretch is a neck-arching 1500 foot grind up a switchbacky trail best suited for lower-order primates. The hut,
though, made it all worthwhile. It’s one of the more comfortable in the 10th Mountain system, with the
common area on the first floor, and the sleeping quarters below decks with its own wood burning stove and a
quick exit to the nearby outhouse.
I believe that we had a low turnout because of the dreadful snow conditions at home, but the folks who
demurred missed remarkably good snow conditions. I was anticipating crunchy, crusty, pine needle encrusted
junk, but instead we found sugary powder, even at low elevations. At the level of the hut, one could drive a
ski pole clear to the handle without finding solid ground, and, even though temperatures were above freezing
much of the day, the snow character remained consistent, to the surprise and delight of all.
Day touring held something for everyone from powder turns to Nordic touring. Our attempt to reach fabled
Hagerman Pass was wisely aborted, as high winds scouring the higher elevations quickly whisked away the
tracks we made, and the little voice kept telling us to save it for another day. Several of our number who had
gone in a different direction found friendly open slopes for doing turn laps again and again.
We had a bit of drama on the way in to the hut, which I think is important to tell about as a cautionary tale. It
all ended quickly and without injury, but it did give us a bit of a scare. At the very end of the tiring trek, the
trail came to a “T” junction. When I got there, I was at the very far end of the group. I looked left and then I
looked right and saw blue diamond markers in both directions. I was confused, as I wasn’t sure which way the
hut lay, but a quick GPS check showed me that it was only about 50 yards away.
One skier had a different experience, having seen only one of the markers, the one going the wrong way.
Anticipating arriving at the hut, the skier followed the ski tracks and markers that were evident. I had been at
the back of the group, and when I arrived at the hut, it was immediately apparent that a skier had gone astray.
Four skiers organized a two prong search team and set out to find our missing companion. Only about 40
minutes of daylight remained, which made this situation rather grim.
Fortunately, the wayward member, having no reason to suspect otherwise, gradually began to realize that
something had gone wrong. A GPS check revealed the error, corrected course and, a few minutes later,
intercepted the would-be rescuers. The two search groups, communicating by two way radio, regrouped and
headed home. A situation that could have turned very bad very fast, was over almost as quickly as it had
started.
Speaking just for myself, I can say that I have on more than one occasion taken a wrong turn or missed a
junction, and continued onward, none the wiser. It is frightening to think how easy it is to do this. I believe
that most, if not all of the members of our group would report similar experiences.
So, what made the difference between having an interesting story to tell or having a tragedy to report?
Experience, common sense, a cool head, and proper navigational equipment and the knowledge of how to use
it. Venturing into the frigid snowy wilderness is exciting, challenging, and fun, fun, fun! But we all need to be
reminded that it is also serious business, not to be taken lightly. And there are times when we find ourselves
on our own, and have to be able to find our way back on track.
Let’s all keep that in mind every time we head out there.

Jackal’s Front Porch View

Enjoying the hut life

A day of Nordic Touring

Chama’s Ski Classic
Chama Chile Ski Classic has been rescheduled for February 24-25
Kickers and Climbing Skins
Following is summary of Kickers and Climbing skins via a recent group email, a good read if you are considering the
purchase of skins.
1 – If this is your first purchase of skins, practice putting them on your skis in the comfort of your nice warm home, and
strive to keep the adhesive surface clean of pine needles, snow etc. in the field. In your nice warm home - beware the
hair! No disrespect to pet owners, but exposed climbing skin adhesive loves your pet, especially the hair and fur, so
much more than you do. Debris has an adverse effect to the adhesion of the skin on your ski. The adhesion of the glue
improves as the temperature drops, so don’t be alarmed if your new skins don’t stick supper tight inside a warm room.
2 - Most manufacturers make different width kicker skins. Size a kicker width to come close to the waist width of the ski.
You obviously don't want to exceed the width of the ski, but too narrow will prevent you from edging a ski when you
need to. Don't go narrower to increase your glide [see next comment].
3 - Feel free to shorten the skins. Especially true for people who are using shorter skis and/or who are lighter. One size
never fits all. Shorter skins will drag less and have better glide. Try cutting off an inch or two. You can't add it back if you
cut off too much, right. Since you also have full length skins, you don't need a pair that have maximum grip.
4 - Try to position the kicker skins to match the camber/wax pocket of the skis. Skin material behind the rear of your wax
pocket is what kills your glide, but maximizes your grip. You might find that shifting the skin back a couple inches
increases your grip without killing off too much glide. Maybe you find the skins are too long? [Reread #2 above]
5 - Kicker skins can't match the all-out grip of full length skins, but they can provide substantially more than the inherent
grip from the ski wax/pattern. As terrain steepness increases, you will eventually reach the limit of the skin's grip. More
so true than with full length skins, do not lean forward in an attempt to increase grip. Leaning forward takes weight off
the heels and will decrease grip. A steeper slope shifts weight a back onto the rear of the ski. To maximize you
grip, shorten the stride length, maybe increase the tempo and try to weigh the entire foot. If you have low angle heel
lifts to put under your heels, engage the lifts to help you keep weight in the heels.
6 - If you have an option, go for the increased glide of a 100% mohair skin. You might not have this purchase option, but
mohair glides better than nylon or the mixed fabric variants.
7 - Kicker skins are always in my pack when I have my full length skins along. They make great backup skins [I've been on
a windy ridge and watched as someone's removed skin blew into the abyss]. And doesn't it seem that most hut trips
have a considerable amount of relatively flat terrain, which doesn't need a full length skin? If the approach/trail is
relative hard packed, kicker skins can grip surprisingly well. Those few inches of increased glide and lighter weight on
your legs, over a full length skin, can really help save energy.
Beginner Instruction and Overnight Weekend Trip – February 2018
The last two weekends of February are open for a beginner lesson / overnight car trip, to the venue with best
combination of snow and driving distance. Possible destinations include Sandias, Santa Fe, Chama, Red River or Angel
Fire. The trip leader will do their best to appraise the suitability of the destination for an on snow beginner’s day/lesson.
Trying to catch the best conditions this year, necessitates a short notice, so please watch for emails from Ruth
(Instruction@nmccskiclub.org) or Scott (CarTrips@nmccskiclub.org).
Programs
The program for January addressed the Basics of Outdoor Emergency Care, "Staying Safe in the Outdoors". Attached as
separate document is a power point presentation regarding safe backcountry travel and basic first aid. What is a pulk?
Come to the February program to see and hear, firsthand about the design and use of a pulk.
Calendar of Events 2017-2018
Thursday
Monday-Saturday
Saturday-Sunday
Friday-Monday
Thursday

February 8 7:00 – 9:00 PM
February 19 – February 24
February TBD
March 2 – March 5
March 8 7:00 – 9:00 PM

General Meeting at Garden club
Hut Trip - Jackal Hut
Weekend car trip
Bus Trip - Frisco, Colorado
General Meeting at Garden club

Board Members 2017-2018
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Day Trips
Long Bus Trips

Mike Martin
Bet Gendron
Nancy Jenkins
Max Shepherd
Guy Miller
Bob Potter
Adrienne McConnell

273-1876
228-8025
269-0855
270-5258
306-2628

President@nmccskiclub.org
VicePresident@nmccskiclub.org
Secretary@nmccskiclub.org
Treasurer@nmccskiclub.org
DayTrips@nmccskiclub.org
BusTrips@nmccskiclub.org

Hut Trips
Car Trips
Newsletter
Instruction

Guy Miller
Scott Mitchell
Dean Athow
Ruth Bargman-Romero

306-2628
977-8893
275-1097
842-9735

HutTrips@nmccskiclub.org
CarTrips@nmccskiclub.org
Newsletter@nmccskiclub.org
Instruction@nmccskiclub.org

Membership
Meetup & Social
Media
Programs
Mailing/Egroup
Refreshments
Trails
Web Site

Stacey Kittner
Dave Gabel

712-5638
401-5723

Membership@nmccskiclub.org
SocialMedia@nmccskiclub.org

Peter Marks
Marilynn Szydlowski
Kathy Trujillo
Sam Beard
Eric Russell

856-8237
332-8018
299-9663
828-0673
281-1289

Programs@nmccskiclub.org
egroup@nmccskiclub.org
Refreshments@nmccskiclub.org
Trails@nmccskiclub.org
Website@nmccskiclub.org

Web Page
FaceBook
Mail

Finding Us
http://nmccskiclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663936723893594
New Mexico Cross Country Ski Club
PO Box 51563
Albuquerque, NM 87181

New Mexico Cross Country Ski Club
PO Box 51563
Albuquerque, NM 87181

Ratings
Vertical Climb (ft)
Distance (miles)
Less than 1000
Less than 5
Less than 2000
Less than 5
Greater than 2000
Greater than 10
Unpatrolled, mountainous terrain, with
the purpose of downhill skiing. Slopes can
be greater than 25 degrees. Knowledge of
use of climbing skins, avalanche gear
needed.
Steepness of slopes, skill level, and stamina can also
dictate the ski tour rating. Please see the webpage
for more information.
http://nmccskiclub.org/ski-outings/
Class
One
Two
Three
Four

Avalanche Outlook
US
https://avalanche.org/
Canada
https://www.avalanche.ca/map
Taos
http://taosavalanchecenter.org
Crested Butte http://cbavalanchecenter.org/
Some of the sites from https://avalanche.org
Colorado
http://avalanche.state.co.us/
Utah
https://utahavalanchecenter.org
Tetons
http://jhavalanche.org
https://www.mtavalanche.com
Yellowstone
https://www.sawtoothavalanche.com
Sawtooths
Central Sierra https://www.sierraavalanchecenter.org
Eastern Sierra http://www.esavalanche.org

